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Welcome Home
There were our dogs… Laurie, Bodger, Fierstein, Baron, Maxie, and our cats… Tian, Linkie, Arthur, and of course,
the piglet who lived in our kitchen until she was too big. A local farmer would give us the runts of the litter knowing
they would otherwise die. No animal could be without a home, according to my mother, so our house was filled with
animals. Some stayed for a few days while we found their families. Many stayed forever in our little two-bedroom
home on Lake Drive near Little Cedar Lake.
My mother’s beliefs were validated by the other volunteers of the Washington County Humane Society. As a
founding board member when WCHS was incorporated in 1968, my mom “walked the talk” and embodied the
mission. Hundreds of animals were saved annually in those early days because of the fierce dedication of the original
volunteers. I was blessed to grow up in a family that valued animal welfare, along with the Zieglers, Picks, Bests and
many others who donated their time to make the world a better place for abandoned and stray pets.
In my new role as executive director, I’m equally blessed to work alongside dedicated donors, volunteers and
coworkers - all who believe deeply in saving the animals who need a second chance at life. We are here, just as those
initial volunteers more than 50 years ago, to help where we can. With everyone lending
a hand, we were able to save over 2,000 animals this year. With a fully functioning
shelter, it will be even more next year.
Memories of the old days are captured forever in my heart. It is this same love and
passion that developed when I was a young child that has grown into a strength that
helps me lead the shelter.
My early childhood pets have long since passed and I will always miss them. However,
my heart is full knowing together we can continue to change and save lives. As I walk
through the shelter and look into the eyes of the many animals counting on all of us, I
ask you to lend your support and bring the animals home.

Kay with Tian and Bodger

There were our dogs… a pit mix from Tulsa named Lucy with several adoption restrictions; Oreo with numerous
health conditions; Blade who was a 12 year old stray; plus a notable cat named Flynn with severe ear canal issues.
We even rescued Soprano the pig who was abandoned in a parking lot. All needed a little extra help. They, and
thousands like them, were invited into loving homes - your homes - and your hearts. Please help us continue our
good work with a donation. Guaranteed, you’ll feel good knowing you’ve made a difference.

PROS AND CONS OF GIFTING PETS
by Joe Poczkalski, Volunteer Coordinator

Picture a snowy Christmas morning. Your family is huddled and snuggled by the tree
and your children are about to open their “big present.” The loosely-wrapped box is
wiggling and shaking. They suddenly realize what’s inside and they couldn’t be more
elated. A furry head springs out and, just like that, your family grows by one and the
kids have a new responsibility. That responsibility, though, is no small one and came
with little preparation or assurances. Gifting pets can be one of the most meaningful
actions a person can do for another but may not be in the best interest of the animal.
Gifting a new, furry friend is also gifting a requirement of time, money, and attention;
much of which the recipient may not have.
Around the holidays, our shelter sees a significant uptick in cat and dog adoptions. “The shelter is nearly
cleared by January,” says our receptionist, Mary Hermanson. As we approach Easter, we tend to see higher
small animal adoption numbers as well. This trend has existed forever. Unfortunately, another upward trend
that accompanies adoptions during these times is returns. Families that are not prepared to care for their
newly acquired pet will often surrender it to us. This rapid switching of environments causes untold stress and
heartbreak on the animal.
“We prepare adopters upfront as much as we can,” says Lead Caregiver, Jenni Fischer. Our shelter even
implements a next-day adoption policy, which asks customers to call back the following day to set up their
adoption appointment. This gives the potential new owner time to go home and consider their decision before
jumping right in. Additionally, all family members must meet the animal prior to adopting. It’s vitally important
to note that whoever signs the adoption paperwork must be responsible for the animals’ long-term care.
We always encourage people to adopt don’t shop, but there are scenarios where a surprise adoption may not be
successful. After one experiences the loss of a beloved pet, friends or family may try to gift a pet that closely
resembles the lost pet. These adoptions are often unsuccessful for the simple fact that, like people, each animal
has its own personality, and it may not be what the grieving owner expects or wishes.
All things wholeheartedly considered, a gifted pet with the right preparation could be exactly what a family
needs. If we establish healthy routines and the fair sharing of duties, pets can teach us the importance of being
responsible and having compassion. One of our shelter animals could be a perfect bridge over a gap in a
grieving pet owner’s life, so long as they are emotionally prepared. Chris Fleischmann, our Office Manager,
offered this advice: “Find out the needs and lifestyle of the potential owner and match an animal accordingly.
Consider the age and energy level, too.” Sharing the joy of giving an animal a second chance in life could be
the most loving thing one can do for another; just talk about it first.
Help us in our journey to reduce returned or surrendered animals by making the right choice first. Our
knowledgeable staff and adoption counselors can guide you through every step of the process. Adoption
questions can be answered at (262) 677-4388 and our current adoptable animals can be viewed at wchspets.org.
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ANIMAL ALUMNI
I wanted to give you a quick update on Baron. He is doing great! We are so in
love with him and can’t believe how quickly we have made a place for him in
our hearts! So far we think he likes the kids the best. We have learned he does
not like the school bus! The first day the kids got on the bus for school it was
pretty traumatic for him and he seems to be having a hard time getting over it.
He is great with being house trained. No accidents yet! He still needs lots
of work on dropping things but he is getting better in the house. Outside he
is obsessed with sticks and has no interest in dropping them. We have also
noticed he tries to sneak sticks inside the house and hoard them.
For the most part he is very calm. We have learned that he loves beds and will sleep forever if he
is in a bed. He does require a pillow and blanket though!
He is great with food and after the first day he stopped inhaling his food and now he just grazes on it when he is
hungry.
He spent the weekend camping and was a dream. As other dogs walked by and barked he could not be
bothered. We are excited to take him on more adventures! This weekend we are hoping to take him camping
and hiking at Devil’s Lake!
We do joke he is a bit of an odd GSP! He is calm, really isn’t food motivated, and isn’t too prey driven. We also
question how he made it so long at a shelter when he wants to be right next to someone all day long. He loves
to sleep in beds and on couches and always finds a pillow and blanket to sleep with!
We are so thankful that you chose us for Baron! We can’t imagine having any other dog but him! He is
absolutely perfect for us. We hope he feels the same!
Thank you for taking such good care of him. He is the best!
Cindy
Bluebelle is doing very well. We love our long hikes and beach
days. She is a few weeks into puppy classes and learning so much.
Here is a picture from our time together.
Thanks, Molly

On August 31st, we added two new members to our family, but it feels like
they have always been here! Meet Squeaky (formerly Bogie), our 17 year
young orange sweetheart who loves to talk (hence the name!), adores his
head rubbed and snuggles next to you on the couch. With him is his halfsister Slinky (formerly Pinky), our 15-year-young sweetie who loves belly
rubs, being brushed, cuddling in bed and playing with the laser pointer.
They both adapted quickly to their new home and in no time at all, they
had us wrapped around their little paws! It has been fun to watch their
loving, gentle, inquisitive and playful personalities come out with each
passing day.
Someone asked us why we adopted senior pets when we knew they won’t be with us as
long as a younger pet. Our response is quick – take joy in the moment! Just like when you take a vacation,
you know it won’t last forever so you savor every minute. The same holds true for our senior babies.
Squeaky and Slinky have so much love, companionship and playfulness to share, no matter their age, and we
will soak up every minute of it!
Bob and Judy

Making a Dream a Reality
The community’s donations improve the lives of all the animals
in our care and also provide groundwork for our future, including
the rebuilding of the shelter. Construction began in February
2020 and the project is nearly complete. Just a few items remain
including installing new dog kennels, repairing plumbing and
downspouts, landscaping, signage and artwork. As the building
project winds down this year, we hope to successfully complete
our capital campaign. For total building completion, $115,000 is
still needed. This fall, our generous donors and volunteers, Russ
& Mary Hanson, are matching all capital campaign donations up
to $25,000, so your capital campaign contribution will be twice as
meaningful. Please note “Capital” in the memo line.

Recently completed, this bench is an invitation
to all who walk the journey of animal welfare
with us. The bench sits outside the kitten room,
formerly the vestibule, ever connecting our
rich past with our bright future.

WISH LIST
*Denotes desperately needed

Animal Care:
• Feliway Diffuser Refills*
• Styptic Swabs*
• Purina Cat & Kitten
Chow
• Carefresh Bedding
• Cat Treats
• Tough Dog Toys
• Rawhides
• Small Bags of Dog
Treats
• Soft Dog Toys

KID’S KORNER
We are constantly amazed by the generosity of the young people who care so much about the
homeless animals in their communities, and work so hard to raise money for our shelter. A
huge thank you to these kids for their selfless contributions to our animals at WCHS!

Brielle, Blake, Cora,
Brady and Maddie
of Hartford

Maddie
(9 year old)
of Grafton

Karina
(11 year old)
of Hubertus

Cleaning:
• 13 Gallon & 30 Gallon
Garbage Bags
• Laundry Detergent
• Paper Towels
Office:
• Clear Plastic Clipboards
(9 x 12)
• Postage Stamps
• Gift Cards (Amazon,
BP/Tripar/Kwik Trip
Gas Cards, Chewy,
Fleet Farm, Friends of
Nature Pet Store, Office
Max, PetSmart, PetCo,
Walmart)
• Copy paper (8 1/2 x 11)
• Post-it Notes
**We are always in need
of monetary donations
for medical needs**

Marla & Lyla
(9 & 10 years old)
of West Bend

Evangeline
(7 year old)
of Hubertus

Brooklyn
(6 year old)
of Hartford

Gracyn
(10 year old)
of
Menomonee Falls

These children collected supplies and/or money to help out the WCHS animals!

AND A BIG THANKS TO:
Troop 20008 donated treats, toys, and supplies for the animals as their troop was disbanding

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
by Joe Poczkalski, Volunteer Coordinator

Congratulations to our Helen Ziegler Volunteer of the Quarter…Janet Scholl!
Our shelter could not run as it does without the help of our world-class volunteers - plain
and simple. Exemplary among them is Janet Scholl. She is an Adoption Counselor and Cat
Socializer (yes, that’s a real program here). She also assists with fostering, community and
shelter events, cleaning, baking, and animal photography. I recently sat down with Janet and
chatted with her about her storied history at The Washington County Humane Society (WCHS)
and what the volunteer commitment looks like to her.
Janet, what made you want to apply to be a volunteer at WCHS in the first place?

Janet is socializing
Noodles the ferret

In late 2014, I adopted an 11-year-old cat from WCHS. Noodles was such a fabulous cat (he’s 18
now). At the time, there were over 70 cats up for adoption. A short while after adopting, I started volunteering.
What is the most rewarding aspect of your volunteer commitment?
Knowing I have possibly been a small part in helping cats become more comfortable and adoptable through the
FIP (feline intervention and socialization) program; fostering cats and kittens to get them ready to go back to
WCHS for adoption; helping with fundraising events to raise money for animal care and medical needs; helping
raise awareness, donations and possibly gaining new volunteers through community ambassador events; and being
an Adoption Counselor to help WCHS dogs, cats and small animals find the perfect people and families that will
provide the care, safety and love that they deserve.
Do you have advice for those interested in volunteering but may be hesitant?
Just a couple hours a week can help tremendously. WCHS has incredible volunteers, but needs more. You will have
fun, work hard, make many friends, maybe have a few sad experiences, but mostly, you will have many, many
heartwarming, gratifying and purposeful times spent volunteering.
What is your favorite pet/breed?
I love all animals and have had many in my life… ferrets, a dog, chickens, ducks, birds, fish, small animals and
numerous cats. I still want a goat and a Brown Swiss cow.
Janet has been a WCHS Volunteer for nearly 6 years and has spent almost 4,000 hours caring for our shelter
animals and advocating for what we do in the community. Find out how you can make an impact by visiting
wchspets.org/volunteer or calling (262) 677-0731.

Raffles. Cafe. Baked Goods. Boutique. Music.
Join us for a holiday decor & tree event.
Celebrate your love for animals.
Saturday December 4th. 10:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday December 5th. 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Washington County Humane Society
3650 State Road 60. Town of Polk, WI 53086
wchspets.org • 262-677-4388 • pr@wchspets.org

Festival of Trees is a great way to get into the spirit of the season by taking a leisurely stroll through a forest of
beautifully decorated trees surrounded by the sounds of live holiday music.
Individuals and businesses sponsor and decorate
dozens of trees, wreaths and centerpieces which
are then raffled to benefit the animals. Each
tree is decorated according to a theme; some
are traditional, some are eccentric and all are
delightful!
This year, the Festival will be held in the rebuilt
shelter December 4-5. Ticket prices are $8 for
adults, $6 for seniors and children 4-12 (no charge
for youth under the age of 4).
During the event, enter the raffle to win trees,
wreaths and centerpieces; enjoy refreshments;
shop our holiday boutique; vote for your favorites
to win People’s Choice awards, listen to the sounds
of local musicians, and bring home delicious
baked goods.
Again this year, shuttle buses will be provided to
guests parking at satellite lots. View the map for
details.
Festival of Trees is a great opportunity to celebrate
the holidays and your love for the animals. Please
join us!

2021 EVENTS
Festival of Trees..........................................................................................December 4th & 5th

2022 EVENTS
Annual Meeting ..........................................................................................May19th
Mega Rummage Sale ..................................................................................June
Paws in the Park..........................................................................................TBD
Oktoberfest Beertasting ..............................................................................October 8th
Festival of Trees..........................................................................................December 3rd & 4th

wchspets.org

Donation/Stray Intake Hours
Monday: 8am – 7pm
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 8am – 5pm
Wednesday: 8am – 8pm
Closed Sundays & Holidays
Animal Viewing Hours
Monday 1pm – 7pm
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday: 1pm – 5pm
Wednesday: 5pm – 8pm
Closed Sundays & Holidays
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3650 State Road 60
Slinger, Wisconsin 53086
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